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IMMEDIATELY STUDY SHOWS 1977 LEGISLATIVE APPROPRIATIONS 






Appropriations made by the 1977 Montana Legislature were generally closer to the 
executive budget than to the recommendations of the Legislative fiscal analysis, 
according to a study of the 1977 Montana Legislature by a University of Montana 
professor and four UM students.
The 1977 legislature was the first in which an executive budget was subjected 
to comprehensive analysis by the Office of the Legislative Fiscal Analyst. In other 
recent years, only the Montana Legislature has been presented with the executive 
budget.
In 1977, the Legislative fiscal analyst produced a counter budget, a 674-page 
document, which rivaled the executive budget in size and weight as well as in scope 
and content. The fiscal analyst's document contained analysis of the executive budget 
and explanations of why the fiscal analyst's budgetary recommendations differed from 
those of the executive.
In a study published in the April issue of the Montana Public Affairs Report,
Robert E. Eagle, associate professor of political science at the University of Montana, 
concludes that the legislative appropriations were generally closer to the executive 
budget than to the fiscal analyst's recommendations.
"This outcome would seem to lay to rest," Eagle said, "any fear that the Legisature 
might have a bias in favor of recommendations of its own employee, the Legislative 
fiscal analyst. Rather, legislators looked carefully at both sets of recommendations, 
listened to representatives of the interests affected and came to their own conclusions."
-more­
a l ^ * -
LEGISLATIVE APPROPRIATIONS CLOSER TO EXECUTIVE BUDGET— -page 2
The four student coauthors of the report, Lar Autio, Laureen France, Barbara 
Huber and Gary Walton, served as interns or aides during the 1977 Legislature.
Besides analyzing the budget and legislative appropriations, the report reviews 
the major legislative actions of the 1977 Legislature. This session of the Legislature, 
the report notes, "may be remembered more for what it did not do than for what it 
did do." There were few pieces of major land-mark legislation passed, Eagle observed.
On the other hand, he noted, attempts to weaken previous legislation such as the state's 
strong environmental laws did not succeed either. The basic tone of the 1977 Legislature 
was status quo, in keeping with a generally conservative mood in the state, the 
report notes.
The report mentions items sure to be on the agenda of the 1979 Montana Legislature. 
Among them are funding for higher education and vocational technical education. Also 
likely to be considered will be proposals relating to water rights in the state.
It is possible, the report states, that Republicans may gain control of at least 
one house of the legislature in 1979. If they do, it will be the first time since 
1971 that they have controlled even one house. In 1977 there was an even party split, 
25-25, in the Montana Senate.
The Montana Public Affairs Report is published by the Bureau of Government Research 
at the University of Montana in Missoula. The Bureau is an adjunct of the political 
science department. Copies of the report may be obtained from the political science 
department, University of Montana, Missoula, MT 59812.
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